Speech for Presentation Night 23rd January 2015
Good evening Ladies, Gentlemen and Children and welcome to Sutton Swimming Club’s annual Presentation Evening. Can I start by thanking you all for attending this night of celebration for our Club.
This presentation evening is a very special one indeed and I am delighted that we have with us tonight 2 very special people namely Gren and Christine Greaves who have kindly agreed to present our swimmers with their awards.
Gren and Christine can I ask that you come and join me for a short while. 
Now for anyone that does not know - both Gren and Christine have dedicated over 30yrs loyal and dedicated service to this swimming club. Between them they have voluntarily performed a number of roles including being qualified officials, teachers/coaches and in Gren’s case Head Coach for many years, they have both been on the Club Committee for most of that time with Christine being both the Chair of the Club for a record number of years and also the Girls Team Manager. The number of hours that both Gren and Christine have dedicated to this swimming club over the years for no financial reward whatsoever, will be quite staggering. 
It is entirely fair to say that without the hard work and dedication of these 2 special people that Sutton Swimming Club would not be the fantastic, competitive, but still family friendly club that it is today and for that can I ask that we all show our appreciation with a round of applause. 
Now, unfortunately in May of 2014 Gren became really ill and was in and out of hospital for a good number of months which kept him away from his beloved poolside duties. 
It was a real worrying time for us all and I have to say that when I paid Gren a visit shortly after he came out of hospital the first time, I realised very quickly just how poorly he actually was. It wasn’t how he looked, or what he said, but it was the fact that he didn’t tuck straight into the large chocolate collection that we had delivered to him on behalf of the club. Now anyone who knows how sweet a tooth Gren has will know just how serious this illness must have been?   
As Gren’s health started to pick back up they both returned to their poolside coaching duties. Soon afterwards though, they took the huge decision that it was now time for them to stand down and time for others to take the Club forward. I know that was a very difficult decision for them to make with the Club being a massive part of their lives for so long. As one of those persons now charged with taking the Club forward it is quite a pressure to know that we have some really high standards to follow but equally very reassuring to know that both Gren and Chris remain honorary members and more importantly friends of the club and will always be available to provide advice and support should we ever need it. 

Now what Gren and Christine did not know until they arrived here tonight is that we wanted this night to be extra special for them and so we secretly invited their two daughters Wendy and Sally and their families including their grand children and that we had also invited our most famous swimming members namely the Hynd brothers to join us for this special occasion. We are delighted that Ollie has been able to make it tonight and I also know that Sam sends his best wishes to you both. 

I know how much family means to Gren and Christine and I also know how proud you both are of what both Sam and Ollie Hynd have gone on to achieve in their swimming careers and so I am delighted that these guests have been able to make this evening in order to make it an extra special one for you to remember.

Now another thing about Gren and Christine is that neither of them like a fuss and Gren specifically asked me not to spend any of the Clubs funds on purchasing them any sort of gift as a leaving present. Well I honoured that request and instead decided to ask our swimming members to donate to a collection in order that we might get you both a little bit of a surprise as a mere token of our appreciation for all that you have done for this Club over the years. 

Can I ask Ollie Hynd to join us and make the presentation on behalf of the Club to both Gren and Christine.

We asked Wendy for some ideas on what to get you and she like us was a little stuck so we decided to get you some vouchers for the Warner leisure chain so that you might have a well earned special mini break in a hotel of your choice on us. We got you both an engraved glass to recognise your service to the Club. We have a card signed by a number of swimmers and parents and later on this evening we will be touring with a guest book asking everyone to record a brief message for you to keep.
Gren and Christine thanks once again on behalf of all members past and present for all that you have done for our swimming club. 
OK now back to tonights other proceedings and to celebrate our successes in 2014. 

I’ve been asked to keep this speech short so I will not go into any great detail but suffice to say that somehow 2014 turned out to be yet another fantastic year in and out of the pool for our club. 

Firstly our successes in the pool.

Lets start with the Youth County Championships:

Our 15/16yrs old boys relay team did us all proud in taking the silver medal in the 4x50m freestyle relay and a bronze medal in the 4x50 medley relay. Well done to Russ Golubs, Daniel Johnston, Aaron lee and Liam Best.
Our only other medal winner was Ollie Hynd who took Bronze in the 200m Backstroke event. This would be the start of a competitive year that would later see Ollie hold Paralympic, World, Commonwealth and European titles all at the same time in his favoured event the 200m Individual Medley. What a fantastic achievement.
At the County Age Group Championships:

We had 7 swimmers finish in top 10 overall places for their respective Age Groups.

Matthew Woodhall was crowned overall County Champion at 9yrs old pulling out all the stops to pip his close rival to the top spot by just 3 points in a very tense finish to the championship.

Chloe Quinn was runner up in the 11yrs old category. 
Russ Golubs finished runner up in the 14yr old category.

Neve Fergie finished 3rd in the 14yrs old category.

Mia Fergie finished 4th in the 12yrs old category.

Chloe Peach finish 5th in the 13yrs old category.

Jim Fergie finishing 8th in the 12yrs old category
The combined County Championships were a great success with huge numbers of Personal Best times set by all of our competing swimmers.
In May 2014 we had 3 swimmers, Lara Prosser, Lauren Quinn and Russ Golubs qualify for the Midland Youth Championships at Corby.

In May we once again won the Top Club award at the Ernehale Open Meet. This Open Meet will long remain in my memory as the Josh Leeson Open Meet. Notwithstanding fantastic swims from all of our 25 swimmers who secured  97 top 6 trophies between them the performances from Josh outshone everyone as he secured 6 Midland qualification times in just 1 day. This is something quite special for a swimmer that only started competitive swimming just over a year earlier and had never previously achieved a Midland time and had never been on the elite Nova swim squad.

May also saw us win the Gladys Hill cup.

In June we had 7 swimmers competing at the Midlands Age Group Championships at Coventry. Chloe Quinn, Mia Fergie, Jim Fergie, Neve Fergie, Josh Leeson, Chloe Peach and Sophie Bunker. 
These 7 swimmers added to our 3 Midland Youth qualifiers set a new club record for the number of swimmers qualifying for this level of competition in a year. Our previous record in 2013 was 7 swimmers reaching this standard of competition. 

Mia Fergie performed excellently at these championships and ran out with silver and bronze medals in individual events. Older sister Neve Fergie also did great winning a silver medal as part of the Nova medley relay team.  
Neve Fergie was swimming superbly at this time and she secured 3 National qualification times in the 200, 400 and 800m freestyle events. This is another fantastic achievement from a Sutton swimmer and Neve went on to represent the elite Nova swim squad in the relay events at the National Championships.  

Throughout the Summer months we continued winning competitions including:

Notts ASA Stage 1 Trophy gala (June)
Nottingham Northern Open Meet = Top Club including 85 individual trophies (June)
Elaine Bowler trophy at Matlock (July)

Dukeries Open at Ponds Forge = Top Visiting Club trophy (August) 
Michael Doughty trophy gala (September)

In October we again held our annual Splash Night competition for our beginner swimmers. Once again we saw many achieve Personal Best times on the night and since then many have progressed to the advanced sessions and some have already started representing us in local galas. It is this continuous cycle of new talent joining our club that makes our swimming club so exciting.

In November we finished runners up in the Major Oak Open Meet to a strong team from our local rivals Sherwood Colliery Swimming Club. This was no disgrace and again we ran out with multiple trophies and awards together with numerous Personal Best swims.

In November and December we held our annual Club Championships and for the very first time these were run as a licensed level 4 meet which means that all times achieved are recorded on the ASA rankings database.

To finish 2014 in fine style we went on to win the Notts ASA stage 1 trophy gala in December.

In addition to all of these successes 2014 also saw us gain promotion in two other competitions. Firstly we won Division 2 of the Sports Centre league in fine style to get promoted to Division 1 for 2015. This was a fantastic achievement given that we only secured promotion to Division 2 the previous year.

Finally in our first year in the National Arena Swimming league, competing in Division 3 east of the West Midlands Region we won all 3 rounds to finish clear winners of the league and secure promotion to Division 2 for 2015. I really enjoyed the successes in this competition and I have to say that our usual army of supporters surpassed themselves at each of these galas in truly memorable gala atmospheres. 

These continued successes in the pool do not occur by luck or chance and are achieved through a combination of hard work by the swimmers, some excellent teaching and coaching and some fantastic support from parents and volunteers that enable the Club to run so smoothly.

The list of names that contribute to this success is growing year on year but I must thank all of the teaching/coaching team that are now being headed by Lee Bunker. It is great that we have secured additional support this year on the coaching team with Libby Straw, Lara Prosser and Hedley Cardwell all joining us. Gren and Christine Greaves contribution I have already covered but I must also mention Pamela Hosgood who again chose to step down from coaching responsibilities earlier this year. Together with our coaching stalwarts of Allen Urch MBE and Emma Hosgood our coaching team has continued to produce fantastic young swimmers. With Lee Bunker becoming increasingly knowledgeable about planning training sets and periodisation I have every confidence that our club will continue to provide an environment that enables all swimmers to be the best that they can be.
2014 also saw us introduce regular long course training at Loughborough and also saw us introduce 2 sessions of land based training each week. I have to mention Paul Jones who leads these land trainings sessions and say what a fantastic job he is doing. The interest and attendance at these sessions continues to grow as word is spreading about how varied, demanding yet rewarding they are. 

I have no doubt that these sessions are contributing to enhanced performances in the pool and are also assisting with limiting the number of injuries our swimmers receive as our swimmers learn more and more about the requirement to both warm up and stretch properly before and after swimming.  
I must also thank all members of the committee for the continued support that they have given me in the smooth running of the club this year.

I have to say a special thankyou to my other 2 executive committee members namely Lesley Fergie (Treasurer) and Alison Hudson (Secretary, Membership Secretary and Girls Team Manager) who both commit significant personal time to assist with the running of the club on a weekly basis.

In particular for tonight I must also say a big thankyou to Sue Dobbs for her efforts in once again sorting out all of these fabulous trophies. 

In addition to thanking all of the committee I must also say a very special thank you to Clare Hawley who continues to support her beloved husband Ryan in the role of Social Secretary. 
A bowling night at Superbowl, Christmas and Easter chocolate gifts for all our swimmers, parents social events and now of course this evening are all examples of her fine work. 
To keep this as short as possible I must also thank a number of other groups of people that help with the smooth running of the club. A big thankyou to our gala officials, gala helpers, our lifeguards and our web page administrators who all contribute significantly to the smooth running of our club. 

Craig Peach continues to manage the thousands of Personal Bests our swimmers achieve each year and for this I am extremely grateful.
I’m wrapping up now and want to end by thanking all our swimmers and their parents for all the hard work, effort and sacrifices that they make to enable us to have such a successful club. The atmosphere at training nights, galas and open meets continues to impress me. 

All parents are genuinely supporting all of our swimmers and this is making the club the envy of many other clubs who are noticing and commenting at how united our parents are.
With swimming memberships up and a waiting list now for swimmers wanting to undertake assessment swims we are in a really healthy position. I just wish that I could secure more pool time so that we could accept even more swimming members but at present this is proving extremely difficult.
Well that now concludes my summary of our 2014 year and I am sure that you will all agree with me that the future of Sutton SC certainly looks very promising. The Club is in great condition at present and I have every confidence that we can keep this momentum going through 2015. 

Right that is me now finished and all that is left for me to do now is introduce Craig Peach who is going to announce all the trophy and medal winners from this years Club Championships. 
